
Coronavirus: Safety forces taking extra precautions
during COVID-19 pandemic
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First responders wearing masks, following CDC guidelines

Springfield Township Fire Station on Lexington-Springmill Road has posted a sign that firefighters advise residents to follow. (Photo: Lou Whitmire/News Journal)

MANSFIELD - Safety forces are taking added precautions due to coronavirus concerns to protect others and themselves.

Assistant Mansfield fire Chief Jim Bishop said firefighters are wearing PPEs, or personal protective equipment, more so now than in the past for extra
safety.

As of Friday, the United States had 15,219 COVID-19 cases in all 50 states plus Washington D.C., Puerto Rico, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. There
have been 201 deaths — including one in Lucas County, the first in Ohio. Ohio had 169 confirmed cases in 28 counties, with 39 people hospitalized, the
Ohio Department of Health reported Friday. 

[ This story is being provided for free to our readers during the new coronavirus outbreak. Consider supporting local journalism by
subscribing to the News Journal at mansfieldnewsjournal.com/subscribe (http://mansfieldnewsjournal.com/subscribe). ]

So far, there has been one confirmed case of COVID-19 in Richland County.
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"N95 masks which conform to your face. We're wearing them anytime we have a patient with respiratory issues," Bishop said. "We're also putting the
regular masks on patients we transport. We're trying to limit the exposure." 

ADVERT ISEMENT

Bishop said the department is trying to be cognizant of what's going on around them.

"We're limiting the exposure and we're trying to have one person make the contact and have continuity of contact throughout the (squad) call," Bishop
said. "For instance when the squad gets there, you have a driver and a medic on the truck. One of them will make contact and that person will stay in
contact with the person (patient) throughout the call. They'll be in the back of the truck with them. We try to limit the driver's involvement where we can."

ADVERT ISEMENT

Springfield Township fire Chief Matt Carey said he has dealt with tornadoes and floods in the past and has made directives and commands and sat down
with his staff to go over coronavirus concerns.

"We've done a lot of meetings with the county with most of the fire chiefs, OhioHealth and our medical director and 911, which is going to have
instructions so we know how to proceed. If we think it's someone who might have the virus or a 'person under investigation,' we'll use our flow sheet if it
comes out through 911. If we get called for a sick person or a person with the flu, we're going to act like they have the virus.
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"The reason why we're doing that is there is a short supply of N95 masks. We're actively searching for them. We have P100 respirators, that's the rating it
blocks. We have some P100 masks. We have 14. We're trying to get some more so everyone on the fire department has one," he said. "As a backup
we'll put N95 masks on patients," he added.

He said he has reached out to other departments to see what they are doing.

"For example, the City of Worthington, the City of Columbus, we looked at some of their things, to see what best practices were out there," he said.

Carey said he is watching the daily afternoon press conferences by Gov. Mike DeWine.

"Our biggest concern is our employees. We don't want them sick or we're going to have trouble staffing," he said. "We still have to respond to all the fire
and EMS calls. My concern is making sure everything is hashed out and done before something happens and we don't have  to worry," Carey said.

"We want to make sure all our people have respirators and know when to put masks on people. We put training together and we want to make sure
everyone is trained the same," Carey said.
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Carey said he shared all the training information on a Google drive so everyone has access to the information at both fire stations.

Mansfield firefighters and EMS personnel are wearing N95 protective masks available at stores including Lowe's and Home Depot due to coronavirus concerns. Patients
being transported by squad are given regular paper masks for added protection for everyone. (Photo: Lou Whitmire/News Journal)

Capt. Don Zehner of the Richland County Sheriff's Office said his deputies are trying to stay six feet away from people when possible.

"We're handling personal thefts, routine calls by phone just to be courteous and safe to each side," he said.

He said deputies are disinfecting their cruisers at the beginning and end of their shifts and periodically during their shifts if necessary," Zehner said. "We
have rubber gloves, masks and gowns if it would be needed," he added.

"Every day is changing and we're working to be ready for whatever tomorrow brings," he said.

Mansfield assistant police Chief Joe Petrycki said each cruiser is being disinfected at shift change and the department is working to acquire N95
respirator masks.

"We're trying to get some more. They are in short supply and we're trying to use the social distancing on calls. For reports we can take over the phone,
we're doing that. Unfortunately there is going to be times we have to go in people's homes and depending on what the call for service is," he said.

"We're doing wash your hands, not touching your face, following the CDC and ODH and Richland Public Health guidelines. We are in daily contact with
Richland Public Health," Petrycki said. "We're hoping the public cooperates with the mandates that come out of the governor's office and the Ohio
Department of Health. It's a time for the community to come together and to do their part and even to reduce it in the coming weeks."
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Law enforcement guidelines from the Center for Disease Control provided by Ohio Highway Patrol regarding coronavirus concerns. (Photo: Submitted)

Sgt. Ryan Purpura , a spokesman for the Ohio Highway Patrol, said troopers are following the guidelines of the Ohio Department of Health and the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control.

"We're being cautious like everybody else and washing our hands," he said.

"No masks. Everybody has hand sanitizer and cleaning our cruisers and taking the extra steps so we don't get it and not spread it around," Purpura said.
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