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Pickering follows father into first responder career, adjusts to serve during
pandemic

    

04/13/2020 ASHLAND, Ohio – When other children were out on the playground or building blanket forts, chances are a
young Travis Pickering was hanging out at the firehouse.

When your dad’s a firefighter, said Pickering, that’s just the kind of thing you do.

Fast forward to 2020: Travis Pickering is still in the firehouse, only now he’s a firefighter and emergency medical
technician.

His now-retired dad (also named Travis), he said, had a lot to do with his career choice. “My dad was my childhood idol. He
lived and breathed the (Ashland City) Fire Department,” said Pickering, a 2019 Ashland University graduate. “The sacrifices
he made made it possible (for me to attend AU). I look up to him a lot. He’s my biggest mentor.”

But when Pickering graduated from Mapleton High School and headed to AU, his intention was to complete a degree in
criminal justice. Still, the memories of the firehouse lingered, strong enough that he went to his father for advice.

His father suggested changing his major to nursing would give him a solid foundation in emergency medicine that would
be useful to a firefighter. Pickering made the change, which he admitted put him on a rigorous academic track. At the
same time, he said, when he walked across the stage to accept his degree at the December commencement, “It was the
most rewarding thing I’d done.”
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His time over the past few years wasn’t only dedicated to classrooms and clinicals – Pickering also completed roughly
two-and-a-half years of firefighter and EMT training at the Wayne County Regional Training Facility in Apple Creek. When
the training was complete, Pickering found part-time work at area fire departments that helped him make money to pay
college expenses.

Now Pickering is a first responder in the time of a pandemic, pulling shifts at the Springfield Township and Madison
Township fire departments in Richland County, while also helping at the Savannah Volunteer Fire Department near his
northern Ashland County home. COVID-19, he said, has brought a whole new dimension to his job. “Everyday at 5 p.m.,
there’s a briefing” with updates, potential mutual aid changes in the event of a surge and COVID-19-specific protocols.
And “every patient we’re seeing is treated as though they are COVID-19 positive,” he said.

Fire departments and medical facilities have long had emergency plans, but “not of this magnitude”, he said.

Any exposure to the virus means a firefighter will lose hours to stay home in quarantine, as will an elevated temperature,
which is checked four times in a 24-hour shift. And should Pickering ever test positive, his lack of full-time standing means
he will have to medical benefits to cover his treatment or potential hospitalization.

Though he wears normal protective gear, as well as respirator, gloves and safety glasses (a Tyvek suit would be worn if
Pickering is called to treat a person who has been exposed to the virus), he admitted working on the front lines of a
pandemic presents “a definite unknown and that’s what’s more unsettling. … It’s not just a matter of worrying about
myself,” but his family as well.

Still, Pickering said, the working conditions are just part of the job he signed up for. “I love every minute of being here,” he
said, especially the camaraderie of his co-workers.

At the same time, he’s also mapping out the next steps in his career, planning to study to become a paramedic – which
opens up more full-time opportunities – and going through the licensure process so he can work as a registered nurse in a
clinical setting.  “It’s like my dream to be in emergency medicine,” Pickering said. “I like solving the puzzles and moving
fast.”

If he can make the scheduling work, Pickering can work both as a firefighter/paramedic and nurse and as someone who’s
already working with an Explorers group, he wouldn’t rule out teaching  -- when his firefighting career is over.

Ashland University is a mid-sized, private university conveniently located a short distance from Akron, Cleveland and Columbus, Ohio.
Ashland University (www.ashland.edu) values the individual student and offers a unique educa�onal experience that combines the
challenge of strong, applied academic programs with a faculty and staff who build nurturing rela�onships with their students.###
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